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Crosby High School students, from left, Klajdi Gjonaj, Megan Holland, Alyssa Simoes and Jason Margison, will head to 

Pittsburgh on April 20, representing the state of Connecticut in the national LifeSmarts Championship, an event that tests 

students’ knowledge of consumer rights, finances and other topics. Contributed 

 WATERBURY – Alyssa Simoes might be a senior at Crosby High School, but she has some extensive knowledge about 

some decidedly adult subjects. 

Like banking, mortgages and consumer rights. 

Simoes is the captain of a team of four students from Crosby who will be heading to Pittsburgh from April 20 to 24, as 

members of the school’s LifeSmarts team to compete in the competition’s national championship. 

The competition, run by the National Consumers League, tests high school students on their knowledge of finances, 

environmental concerns, consumer rights, health and technology, with the goal of helping teens “become smart, savvy, 

responsible consumers and citizens.” 

The group will not only represent Crosby, but the state of Connecticut, having won the state’s competition earlier in March. 

It’s not their first trip to the nationals. Last year three of them went to the nationals in Denver, and the year before that, in 

Seattle, said coach Donna Mancuso. 

“I have a pretty good team,” Mancuso said. They’re all seniors, and they’ve been together since their sophomore years. 
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“And they get along pretty well. They delegate responsibility. They like competition. They want to win. When it comes to 

studying, they study,” Mancuso said. 

Last April, Simoes earned the competition’s highest score on personal finance. Mancuso also earned Coach of the Year 

honors during that same event. 

“What really makes us special is we have a really collaborative spirit. We’re competitive, but not against each other,” 

Simoes said of her team. 

She’s been on the team since her sophomore year. “I would say I always had an interest in consumer rights and 

environment,” Simoes said. 

For the group it will be the last time they take part in the national competition, as they will begin college. 

Next fall, Simoes will attend Temple University in Philadelphia. They will need some help getting to Pittsburgh first. 

“They have to raise plane fare and transportation for while they’re there,” Mancuso said. 

“We definitely look for any possible community donations. We’re representing the state of Connecticut,” Simoes said. 

Those looking to donate can send checks directly to the Crosby High School LifeSmarts Team, in care of Donna 

Mancuso, 300 Pierpont Road, Waterbury, CT 06705. 
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